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years (9Y5% probabuity)” (Denaire et al. 201/.
1106), based on two (!) 14C dates (plus one outlier
and two old charcoal dates, another date arbitrarily
put to Phase IVal, as shown above), seem to be nei-
ther overcautious nor overcritical but self-evident,
even when neglecting the fact that the stylistic pha-
ses are found by a CA with its inherent statistical dat-
ing errors, consisting of inventories from several
sites and different functional and social contexts,
with individual filling histories, which makes typo-
chronological divisions at this fine-grained level high-
ly improbable. Even more, further OxCal mathema-
tical artefacts become visible: (1) for unknown rea-
sons the given estimates for the duration (e.g., “pro-
bably for 5-35 years (68% probability)” for phase
[Ib; Denaire et al. 2017.1104) are evidently too
short, even the sum of the upper boundaries of the
68%-ranges lying slightly below the estimated over-
all duration (Tab. 5), and (2) there is a correlation
between the number of 14C dates per phase and their
length according to Bayesian modelling. Using the
means of the modelled boundaries between phases
for calculation of durations (Tab. 5) the correlation
is clearly significant (Spearman’s rank correlation
coefficient: rs = 0.8857, n = 6, p = 0.01; Fig. 5); using
the above mentioned modelled phase lengths, rs is
even higher (Tab. 5). Oxcal seemingly distributes the
dates more or less evenly along the plateau of the
IntCall3 curve. Using even numbers of dates per
phase would not cure the fault but produce equal
phase lengths. A robust estimate of phase lengths in
the plateau, using the IntCall3 curve, is mathemat-

212

fcits of the present calibration curve as well as a
lack of awareness of mathematical artefacts in Baye-
sian modelling on the other, are far from being ‘ro-
bust chronologies’, as claimed by Banffy ef al.
(2018). A patchwork of contradictory chronologies
for different parts of the Danubian sequence in diffe-
rent regions and even at single sites (as shown in
Fig. 2) is no chronological model of any explanato-
ry value. The conclusion of the authors concerning
the greater effectiveness of “our collective efforts ...
if the strengths of the various approaches review-
ed in this paper were to be applied more regularly
and more systematically” (Banffy et al. 2018.131)
can only be underlined. Bayesian statistics will pro-
vide a highly valuable instrument for absolute chro-
nology once the main requirements are fulfilled: a
precise calibration curve, better control of factors in-
fluencing dates, better knowledge of mathematical
properties - presently this instrument only produces
an illusion of robustness.

Appendices 1-6 are available at
http://dx.doi.org/10.4312/dp.46.13
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Appendices 1-6
Appendix 1 R_Date("OxA-15426", 6272, 37);
Plot() b
{ Phase("Kleinhadersdorf")
Sequence {
{ quence() R_Date("VERA-2170", 6135, 35);
Boundary("Start"); }}'
Phase("earliest" ;
{ ase("earliest’) Phase("Eilsleben")
Phase("southeast" {
{ ase("southeast") R_Date("OxA-1624", 6140, 90);
Phase(*Apc”) R_Date("OxA-1625", 6030, 100);
{ R_Date("OxA-1626", 6070, 100);
R_Date("OxA-1627", 6190, 90);
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Standardi porocanja: Avtoriji porocil o izvirnih raziskavah morajo
predloziti natancno porocilo o svojem delu in objektivho razpravo
O njegovem pomenu. Podatki, na katerih temelji raziskovalno delo
INn so predstavljeni v prispevku, morajo biti toCni in natancni.
Clanek mora vsebovati dovolj podrobnosti in referenc, da jih lahko
nato navajajo tudi drugi avtorji. Napacne ali zavestno netocne
izjave veljajo za neetiCno ravnanje in niso sprejemiljive
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Dostop do raziskovalnih podatkov in njihovo hranjenje: Urednik v
procesu pregledovanja clanka lahko avtorje prosi, da na vpogled
predlozijo svoje vire podatkov in da do teh podatkov omogocijo Sirsi
javni dostop, Ce je to mogoce. V vsakem primeru morajo avtorii
podatke, ki so bili uporabljeni za raziskovalno delo, hraniti se nekaj
casa po objavi.



Navedbe virov: Avtor mora vedno ustrezno navesti delo drugih. Avtor
naj citira vse objave, ki so vplivale na njegovo delo. Informacij, ki jin
pridobi zasebno, na primer v pogovoru, korespondenci ali razpravi s
tretjimi osebami, ne sme uporabiti ali o njih porocati brez izrecnega
pisnega dovoljenja vira. Informacij, ki jih pridobi med zaupnim delom,
na primer ko recenzira rokopise ali prijave na razliche razpise, ne sme
uporabiti brez izrecnega pisnega dovoljenja avtorja dela, ki je
predlozeno v te postopke.
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